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for they consider that very bad taste, and business must be
transacted slowly and ceremonially.   Li Hung Chang was
the first to pay me a visit in my capacity of Minister of
Finances.   When he entered my reception room, I came out
to meet him in niy official uniform.   We greeted each other
and bowed.   Then I led the way to a second reception room
and ordered tea served.   Tea was served with great and
elaborate pomp.    My guest and myself sat, while all the
members of his retinue as well as my attendants remained
standing.   When we had taken our tea, I inquired of Li
Hung Chang whether he did not want to smoke.   He
emitted a sound not unlike the neighing of a horse.  Imme-
diately two Chinamen caine running frpmw the adjacent
room, one carrying a narghile and the other tobacco.  Then
began the ceremony of smoking.    Li Hung Chang sat
quietly inhaling and exhaling the smoke, while his attend-
ants with great awe lighted the narghile, held the pipe,
took it out from his mouth and put it back.   It was apparent
that Li Hung Chang wanted to impress me with all these
solemn ceremonies.   On my part, I made believe that I did
not pay the slightest attention to all these proceedings.
Of course, during the first visit no attempt was made to
talk business.   Li Hung Chang kept on inquiring about the
health of His Imperial Majesty, Her Imperial Majesty, and
each of their children, while I evinced a profound interest
in the state of health of the Chinese Emperor, his mother
and all their nearest relatives.   Our next meeting was of a
different nature.    Seeing that the elaborated ceremonies
made no impression upon me, he gave them up and became
less formal in his intercourse with me.- Afterwards, during
the coronation days in Moscow, we met without the slight-
est display of pomp, and he was quite outspoken and busi*
ness-like.   I hold a very high opinion of him.   During the
active period of my life I had occasion to come in contact
with a great many statesmen whose names will forever